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vorxs of the Houſe of Commons. Page 61 5. 


Mercurii, go die Mai, 1787. 


The order of the day being rnd for taking into further 
conſideration the | firft | Report which was made from 
the Committee, to whom it was referred, to prepare 
Articles of Impeachment againſt Warren Haſtings 
Eſquire, late Governor General of Bengal, 


Reſolved, 


That the ſaid Articles of Impeachment be now | read 
a ſecond time, article by article, 


Lord Hood oppoſed the ſecond ating of the Report. 
After which, 


Mr, «. Milke ſaid, 
Mr. Speaker, 


I Am very happy to hear the firm negative of the 
noble Lord to the ſecond reading of what is called the 
firſt Report of the Committee. I riſe to give every ſup- 
port in my power to his Lordſhip's PI, for upon 


A 3 | the 


TS I 
the moſt careful inveſtigation of this Report, I do not 
heſitate to aſſert that it is built on a falſe and rotten 
foundation. The Articles ſtated in the Report are in 
manifeſt and direct contradiction to the documents, 
and all the evidence, on the table of the Houſe. Mr. 
Haſtings is charged by the Report in expreſs terms, 
with not regarding the ſacred obligation of his oath, nor 
the important duties of the high ojices to which he was ap- 
pointed, but entertaining vaſe and corrupt views of procure 
ing for himſelf and his dependants exorbitant wealth, &c. 
by many unjuſtifiable as by him done and committed, 
whilſt he was Preſident and Governor General of Bengal, 
by various unwarrantable and criminal praftices, faithleſſ- 
ly, illegally, and tyrannically violate the duties of bis fla- 
tion, by each and all of which practices the welfare of the 
Eaſt India Company has materially ſuffered, the happineſs 
of the native inhabitants of India been deeply affected, their 
confidence in Engliſh faith and lenity foaken aud impaired, 
and the honour of the crown, and character of this nation, 
as far as in him lay, wamonly and wickedly aegr added. 
Theſe are indeed, Sir, heavy and atrocious charges, 
and therefore ought not to have been brought forward 
without the fulleſt, and moſt incontrovertible evidence. 
I ſhall proceed to prove, that the whole is unfounded, 
mere rant and declamat:on, of which the papers, which 
have been read by the clerk, give a clear and irrefra- 
gable proof. I will not fatigue the Houſe with volu- 
minous extracts from the many folio volumes now on 
our table, but content myſelf with the unexceptionable 
| evidence of the late Governor General of Bengal, Sir 
John Macpherſon, fo late as the 10th of Auguſt 1786, 

and the records of the Eaſt India Company. 


Sir 
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Sir John Macpherſon in a letter to the Court of Di- 
rectors, dated from Calcutta the roth of Auguſt 1786, 
ſays, The condition in which Earl Cornwallis will receive 
the government of India, is creditable to the Company, and 
cannot but be ſatisfaftory to the Nativn. The native in- 
habitants of this kingdom are, 1 believe, the happie/t and 
beſt protected ſubjefs in India; our native Allies and Tri- 
butaries are ſatisfied, and confide in our protection; the 
Country Powers are emulouſiy aſpiring to the friendſhip of 
the Engliſh; and from the Ring of Tidore, towards New 
Guinga, to Timur Shaw, on the banks of the Indus, there 
is not a State that has not LATELY given us proofs of con- 
fidence and reſpect. With what pride and exultation 
will an Engliſhman contemplate, and dwell upon, this 
pleaſing picture of the happineſs of the inhabitants of 
India, a picture drawn on the ſpot the laſt autumn? 
With what a mixture of horror and indignation will he 
turn away from a falſe, coarſe, and wretched daubing 
made at home by a Weſtminſter Committee, and 
heightened with all the gloomy and frightful colours of 
miſery and deſpair, inſtead of the ſcenes of chearfulneſs, 
which nature in reality preſents ? 

Two or three more quotations of no conſiderable 
length I beg leave to ſubmit to the Houſe. The Re- 
port ſtates, That the welfare of the Eaſt India Company 
has materially ſuffered by the various unwarrantable 
and criminal prattices of Mr. Haſtings. Now, Sir, the 
moſt natural judge to decide this queſtion muſt be 
the Eaſt India Company. Let us examine their ſenti- 
ments, whether hey think that they have materially ſuf- 
fered, or been hig hh benefited under the government of 
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Mr. Haſtings. I deſire, Sir, to read the unanimous Re- 
ſolution of the 28th of June 1785. | 


Refolved unanimouſly, 


That the Chairman be directed in the name of the Court 
to congratulate Governor Haſlings on his ſafe arrival, and 
fo return him the thanks of this Court for the long, faith- 

Ful, and able ſervices he has rendered to the Company. 
There was but one opinion at that time among his con- 
ſtituents of the merits of the late Governor General; and 
the above honourable teſtimony was given to Mr. Haſt- 
ings after he had cloſed the long glories of his go- 
vernment, for he ſailed from Bengal in the Barrington 
on the 7th of February 1785. 

The two preceding years had borne the like grate- 

ful evidence to the ſervices of Mr. Haſtings. | 

The General Court of Proprietors on the 7th of 
November 1783, came to the following Reſolution. 


Reſolved, 


That it is the opinion of this Court, that Warren Heoſt- 
 #ngs Eſquire, Governor General of Bengal, and the other 
Members of the Supreme Council, have diſplayed uncommon 
cal, ability, and exertion in the management of the affairs 
of the Eaſt India Company, during the late hoſtilities in In- 
dia, particularly in finding reſources for ſupporting the war 
in the Carnatic under ſo many preſſing difficulties, when that 
country was in danger of being loſt, through the ſucceſsful 
irruption of Hyder Ally Cawn, AIDED BY THE POWER- | 
FUL ASSISTANCE OF THE FRENCH; and alſo in con- 


. cluding the late Treaty of Peace with the Marattas at a 
t- per i 


($9 
period ſo critical, and on terms ſo honourable and advania- 
geous to the permanent intereſts of the Company. 


Reſolved, 


Therefore that the thanks of this Court be given 10 
Warren Haſtings, Governor General, and the other Mem- 
bers of the Supreme Council, for the above ſpecified great 
and diſtinguiſhed ſervices, and further, that this Court doth 
requeſt the faid Warren Haſtings Eſq; Governor General not 


to reſign the ſtation he now holds until the tranquillity of 


our poſſeſſions in India ſhall be reflored, and the arrange- 
ments neceſſary upon the re-eſtabliſpment of Peace ſhall have 
taken place. 


The laſt quotation I beg the Houſe to indulge me 


with reading, is that, of the 28th of October, 1784. 


Reſolved unanimouſly : 


That as peace and tranquillity are now perfelily eſta- 
bliſhed throughout India, and this court being ſenſible that 
this happy event has been principally owing to the very 
able and ſpirited exertions of our Governor General and of 


our Supreme Council, that the thanks of this Court be con- 


veyed to Warren Haſtings Eſquire, for his firm, unwearied, 
and ſucceſsful endeavours in procuring the late Peace with 
the ſeveral powers in India, 


I now, Sir, leave the Committee to the management 


of this new Indian war, which they have declared againſt 
a powerful confederacy, in perfe& harmony and unani- 
mity among themſelves. The manifeſto of our Com- 
mittee ſtates, that the welfare of the Eaſt India Company 

| Bat 
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has materially fe fered by the prafices of Mr. Haſtings. 
The Eaſt India Company publiſh to the world, and 
conſign it on their records to poſterity, that Mr, 
Haſtings has rendered them /ong, able, great, diſtinguiſhed, 
and faithful ſervices, and concluded a Treaty of Peace 
on terms honourable and advantageous to their permanent 
zntereſts, Mankind in general, Sir, I believe, will have 
little difficulty in determining that a great body of mer- 
chants muſt underſtand, and conſult, their own perma- 
nent intereſts, rather better than any Committee of this 
Houſe not quite ſo deeply intereſted in the event. 

From the papers which I have taken the liberty of 
reading to the Houſe, I now claim the right of aſſerting, 
that the charges againſt Mr. Haſtings in this „/ Report, 
have received a ſatisfactory and compleat anſwer. Inſtead 
therefore of their obtaining the ſanction of our approba- 
tion, truth and juſtice call upon us to reject them as cruel 
calumnies againft a gentleman, who has deſerved high- 
ly of his country, as a rude and baſe attempt to tear 
the well-carned laurels from his brow. Sir Eyre Coote 
and Sir Edward Hughes were honourcd with the 
thanks of this Houſe for particular ſervices in the Eaſt 
during the late war. They both attributed their ſuc- 
ceſs in a great meaſure to the wiſdom and vigour of the 
councils of the Governor General of Bengal. It is, Sir, 
a reproach to this Houſe, that for tlioſe, and many other 
greater ſervices, Mr. Haſtings ſtill remains unthanked 
here, although the applauſe of his conſtituents, and the 
people at large, have in a liberal manner given that 
fame which a faction among us deny. 

Sir, as an Engliſhman, I avow my gratitude to Mr. 


Haſtings, for I think him a diſtinguiſhed beneſactor of 
| has 
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this nation, During the late inglorious war, we fully 
triumphed no where but in the Eaſt, under his happy 
auſpices. There the perfidy of the French, and the 
treachery of the Dutch, were moſt exemplarily chaſtiſed. 
He preſerved entire all our Afiatic provinces, and left 
unimpaired the extenſive empire, which he governed, 
His conqueſts over our enemies comprehended every 
French and Dutch ſettlement, except Cuddalore, which 
was ſaved only by the Peace. It is without a precedent 
that ſo important conqueſts were made at no expence 
to the mother Country. Lord Clive had frequent and 
large remittances from England, to the amount of ſome 


hundred thouſand pounds. Without theſe he could 


not have carried on the wars, in which he was engaged. 
No complaint has been made of the danger of our be- 
ing impoveriſhed, or exhauſted, by Mr. Haſtings's In- 
dian wars. The wonderful reſources of his mind made 


the war ſupport itſelf. The expences of it were borne. 


by our enemies, by the traitors and rebels in our own 
provinces, or by ambitions neighbours, who had 
leagued together for our deſtruction, I might ſay ex- 
tirpation. | 

Sir, the various overt acts of ſedition and rebellion 
in Cheyt Sing, and the Begums, are recorded at large in 
the volumes on our table. Their rooted hatred to the 
Engliſh is fully eſtabliſhed. I believe that I ſhall not 
be contradicted, when J maintain that all property of 
every kind, jaghires, grants, revenues, and life itſelf, 
are forfeited to the ſtate by delinquencies of this atroci- 
ous nature. The largeneſs therefore, or ſmallnefs, of 
a fine in ſuch a caſe muſt be out of the queſtion, nor 


can there be any pretence to complain of grievous 
penalties, 


Enn 

penalties, or exorbitant exactions, when the whole ts 
confiſcated. Whatever is left to the culpable party 
muſt proceed from mercy and compaſſion, all poſſeſs 
fions and treaſures of every ſort being forfeited. Every 
wiſe government, with equal policy and juſtice, will ap- 
ply to the preſervation of the ſtate what was deſtined 
for its ruin and annihilation. On theſe great princi- 
ples of ſound legiſlation Mr. Haſtings appears to have 
acted. He well knew the treachery and deep diſſimu- 
lation of the Begums. I have heard indeed, Sir, of 
one Britiſh Officer's life being ſaved by them, a captain 
Gordon. No mention 1s made of the many officers and 
ſoldiers ſacrificed in the tumults and rebellion, which 
they excited. I do not exactly know on what account 
the captain was ſpared. Much ſtreſs is laid on the cir- 
cumſtance, but the inſtance only proves that the Begums 
had uſurped the government of a country, in which 
they were only ſubjects. A ſolitary act of mercy is 
pleaded with an ill grace, and deſerves little weight, 
againſt very many inſtances of cruelty. The rebels it 
is plain paid obedience to the Begums, whoſe uſurped 

power at that time was ſupreme. 
Much ridicule has been thrown on the number of 
aſſidaviss taken in India on oceaſion of the late inſur- 
rections, revolts, and rebellions. The caſe is not clearly 
underſtood, nor the intention explained. The eritical 
and dangerous ſituation of our government called for 
immediate and vigorous exertions. Our provinces and 
dominions were ſecured by inſtant ſpirit and courage, 
| without which all had been loſt. Every perſon on the 
1 ſpot was convinced of the rebellious practices of many 
| natives of high rank and power, and of the ut- 
| gency of our fituation. Prudence afterwards dictated 
| the 
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the meaſure of giving all the minutiæ of legal proof to 
thoſe concerned in the affairs of the Eaſt Company at 
home, at the diſtance of 4000 leagues from the ſcene 
of action, to whom many particulars of moment and 


magnitude were unknown, It became almoſt neceſſary 


for the ſatisfaction of ſome men of ſtrict form, and mi- 
nute detail, who canvaſs enlarged plans of government, 


and the comprehenſive ſyſtem of empires, in the rigid 


mode they do cauſes of petty larceny. They arraign 
the Saviour of an empire on the narrow principles and 


with the little chicanery of the Old Bailey. Happily for 


this country, the deciſive moment of action was not loſt 
by an idle attention to trifling forms. Sir, when the 
Engliſh under our immortal Henry V. landed in France, 
the year of the battle of Agincourt, there was a Pre- 
ſident of the Parliament of Paris, who has been con- 
figned to eternal ridicule, a Monſieur Louvet, grand per- 


ſonage, au maintien grave, et qu'on elit pris pour ſage. 


He remonſtrated in all the forms againſt the French 
troops marching, till there was an Arrét de Parliament 
againſt the Engliſh Monarch and his army, figned by 
the Greffier en chef in the name of all the Chambres. Mr. 
Haſtings appears to ynderſtand buſineſs rather better 


than Monſieur Louvet, and to have deſpiſed mere forms 


and cold caution, when the moment of important action 
arrived, which he carefully watched. The ſucceſs, which 


followed, was adequate to the wiſdom and courage of 


all the meaſures of a great ſtateſman. The family of 
Monfieur Louvet I ſuſpe& emigrated to England, and 
made a croſs breed with thoſe, who, ſtrictly obſerving all 


forms of Votes, Reſolutions, and As of Parliament, loſt 


thirteen provinces in America, with Minorca, yet dare 


to perfecute the Saviour of India, 
7 Sir, 
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Sir, Iam likewiſe ready to admit, that Mr. Haſtings 
has ſometimes gone beyond the ſtrict letter of the powers, 
with which he was intrufted ; but I add a proviſo, 
that he has alwa) s been warranted by the emergency of 
the occafion, aud the general iaſtructions under which 
he acted, and that in no inſtance has he been actuated 
by corrupt or ſelfiſh motivez. He never loſt fight of 
the General Inſtructious from his conſtituents of the 29th 
of March, 1774, that in all your deliberations and reſolu- 
tions you mate the ſafety and proſperity of Bengal your prin- 
cipal object and fix your attention en the ſecurity of the 


Pioſſeſſions and revenues of the Company, Tothele import- 


ant objects his ſtrong and manly genius has ſometimes 
ſacrificed the dead letter, with all the tedious and em- 
barraſſing forms of the lower courts of law, perhaps even 
exceeded the uſual powers of a Governor General. 

Let us advert, Sir, to what paſſed in our own coun- 
try in 1766. The capital was threatened with famine, 
for the ſtock of corn in hand was inconfiderable, and the 
harveſt had failed with us, as well as in moſt parts of 
Europe. The exportation began to increaſe beyond 
the example of all former years, and commiſſions for 
the purchaſe of wheat from abroad had been received 
to an unuſual amount. The neceſſities of the poor 
were become urgent and alarming. In this emergency 
Government acted wiſely, and according to the ſpirit of 
the conſtitution, although directly againſt law. An 
embargo was laid on all ſhips in the ports of Great Bri- 
tain laden with wheat or wheat flower. The people 
were fed, and the country reſcued from the dreadful 
calamity of famine, which in many parts had been ſe- 


verely experienced, The miniſters ſtood forth in a 
manly 


E 

manly way at their own riſk, and truſted to their coun- 
try for indemnity. They obtained it to the fulleſt | 
extent from a grateful ſenate, as ſoon as Parlia- 
ment met. The law was plain and poſitive, but the 
breach of it became meritorious from the neceſſity of 
the caſe, for the ſalvation of the ſtate. In ſuch ar- 
duous circumſtances has the late Governor General 
been, and to ſimilar exertions do we owe the preſerva- 
tion of our Indian empire. 

This Houte, Sir, nave made a complent al 
for Mr. Haſtings's having in time of war and rebellion 
gone perhaps beyond the letter of his powers aud inſtruc- 
tions. In this very Seffion, although in a piping time of 
peace, we have wiſely armed Lord Cornwallis, the new 
Governor, with more enlarged powers, better calculated 
for all emergencies of moment, and for ſo extenſive, 
ſo diſtant an empire. I do not hold, Sir, ſlent leges 
inter arma; but extraordinary powers may be neceſſary 
for the ſafety of an endangered and convulſed ſtate, 
like extraordinary remedies in dangerous and deſperate 
diſeaſes. A man, who could hefitate about any act 
neceſſary for the ſafety of his country, would be un- 
worthy of a high truſt, An empire might be loſt by 
his incapacity and poltroonery. Salus populi ſuprema lex 
ought to be the firſt maxim of every ſtateſman. Many 
caſes of difficulty cannot be foreſeen. In the field were 
numerous hoits of enemies, In the councils at home 
Mr. Haſtings was harraſſed by intereſted rivals, of great 
art, ſubtlety, and chicane, although of a trifling, narrow, 
mean, and flimſy genius. It was his tate to have his wiſeſt 
and moſt generous plans of proſperity for a great empire 
thwarted by paltry, puny politicians. The ſingle queſtion 
is, and that truly momentous, was not the evident tendency 


of all the actions of the late Governor General, the ſe- 
8 | | curity, 
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curity, the honour, the glory of the Britiſh Indian em- 
pire? We may cavil here, and ſtruggle hard againſt 
truth, but our neighbours have long ago decided in fa- 
vour of Mr. Haſtings, in a manner becoming intelligent, 


* 


juſt, and generous enemies *. 
| | Sir, 


It may be amuſing to obſerve in what manner the heroes of this ſcene, M,. 
Haſftings, Mr. Burke, Mr. Fox, and Mr. Francis, paſs in review before our polite 
neighbours on the other fide the channel. The following extracts are or the 
Mercure de France. 

5 Fevrier, 1785. 

Courage perſonnel, Elevation d' ame, fermeté, dexterité, genie, diſcernement 
ſolide, eſprit de detail joint A celui des grandes combinaiſons politiques; toutes les 
qualites diſperſees dans vingt Adminiſtrateurs differens, ſe reuniffent pour former 
ia capacitẽ particuliere et le talent de M. Haſtings. 

11 Mars, 1786. 

Les apoſtrophes de M. Burke contre un homme, ſans lequel il ne reſteroit pro- 

bablement pas un pouce de terre a l' Angleterre dans VIndoſtan. x 
Mai 27, 1786. 

M. Burke, ſernblable à PHydre de Lerne, reproduit ſans ceſſe de nouvelles charges 
contre M. Haſtings, enſorte qu'il eft difficile de ſavoir quand il S arrẽtera. Pour- 
ſuivant donc ce cours de ſes lamentations Indiennes, il a mis en ſcene dans la 
ſeance des Communes, le 5 de ce mois, le Chef actuel des Rohillas, qui cette fois 
ci weſt ni wab!, ni expoſe en vente, ni egorge, mais ſeulement moieſtè, par M. Haſtings. 
Cet illuſtre Accuſe na eu que vingt quatre heures pour repondre a cette nouvelle 
diatribe juridique, et il Va fait en remettant à la Chambre une Copie de ſa defenſe 
que la fatigue du travail de la nuit ne lui permit pas de lire. Nous n'avons pas cru 
deyoir traiter ſrieuſement cette chaine de perſecutions, commeneces par la haine 
du parti, pourſuivies par l'amour propre, et par la vanite de bel eſprit. II ſeroit 
meme à ſouhaiter que les Feuilles publiques ne ſe bornaſſent pas A tranſcrire les 
imvectives de Voppoſition, a citer des accuſations comme des delits avérés, et des 
faits inventes ou defigures comme Yhiſtoire reelle de ce qui $'e1t paſſe dans Vinde, 
ſons le miniſtere de M. Haſtings, 

July 1, 1786. 

M. Burke ayant laiſſe a M. Fox le ſoin d' introduire et d' etablir la motion, ce 
dernier Membre le fit, ſelon ſa coutunie, avec beaucoup d'eloquence et d'animoſite, 
beaucoup &'exageratinns et d argumens plauſibles. | 

24 Fevrjer, 1787, 

Quoiqu'il en ſoit, ce reſt pas un evenement ordinaire, que celui d'un pareil 
proces fait contre le ſeul Anglois, qui, dans la derniere guerre, ait ſauve les poſ- 
ſeſſions commiles à ſes ſoins, et attaquees de toutes parts. Une dette accrue de 
x00 millions ſterling n' avoit conſerve à Angleterre, ni — ni quelqu” 

| unes 
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Sir, on every great queſtion of hiſtory, policy, or. 
legiſlation, we are doomed to hear compariſons drawn 
from the republicks of Greece and Italy, and applied 
to the Engliſh monarchy, The late Governor General 
of Bengal has been frequently, by a right honourable 
gentleman, compared to the Roman Prætor of Sicily, 
Ferres. The fairneſs of the compariſon has not, I be- 
lieve, been ſo much thought of, as an indirect and fly 
compliment to the original accuſer among ws. He 
imagined that an aſſociation of ideas would naturally 
lead the mind to the Prince of Roman Orators, to 
Cicero, our prototype, the accuſer of Ferres. I do not 
| gauite 


unes de ſes Iſles, ni le Senegal, ni Minorque. Dans VInde, elle avoit à combattre 
les Francois, les Hollandois, les Marattes, H ,der-Aly, et d'autres; et la recom- 
penſe de celui dont le zele, l'activité et le courage rendirent inutile cette * 
naiſons de dangers, eſt un impeachment. 
24 Mars, 1787, 
11 $agifſoit de determiner ſi M. Haſtings avoit eutort ou raiſon de laifſer opprimer 
le Nabab de Farruckabad par le Nabab d' Oude, et de tirer de celui-ci 100,000 liv. 
ſterling, pour cet acte d'indulgence. Le cas fut rapporte, explique, groſſi, attenug, 
comments d'une maniẽre abſolument contradictore; et il eſt ais de comprendre 
| [au'un Evenement dont les motifs et le caraRtere feroietit a peine ſaiſiſſables ſur les 
lieux par d'excellens obſervateurs, doit devenir pour le moins tres odſcur lorſqu il 
s'agit de juger ſur les bords de la Tamiſe ce qui Seſt paſſe A Farruckadad, 
21 April, 1787. | 
Ces formules conſtituent ce que l'on appelle un Comit? ſecret, (A Committee of 
Secrecy.) Celui ci eſt compoſe de vingt Membres, tous de Voppoſition. M. M. Pit, 
Dundas, Grenville, out refuſe d'y prendre place. On dElibera ſur la convenance dy 
admettre M. Francis, ennemi | perſonne] et furieux de M. Haſtings; et ſa nomination fut 
confirmee ala phuralite de quelques voix. 
s Mai, 1787. | 
Le 18 April, M. Francis produiſit une nouvelle charge contre M. Haſtings, rela- 
tive a uſurpation de zEminderats dans le Bengal. La moitie du diſcours de Yora- 
teur roula ſur ſes affaires perſonelles et ſur Vhiſtoire de ſes inimities avec M. Haſt- 
ings. 11 apprit à la Chambre que, lorſque lui, M. Francis, avoit ẽté envoys comme 
Membre du Conſeil à Calcutta, il avoit la plus haute eſtine pour VAccuſe ; mais 
que cet Accusẽ ayant differe d'opinion avec lui, il Senſuivoit Pimpoſſibilize qu'il ne 
fut pas un depredateur, un drouillon, un ſcelerat, Duiſque lui ctoit In parfait hon- 
* nẽte 
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quite comprehend the juſtneſs of the compariſon. In 
the impe icbment of Verres, every city, town, and village 
of Sicily, except Syracuſe and Mefſana, as well as nu- 
merous public bodies, coneurred. The impeachment 
of the late Governor General of Bengal has been an- 
nounced to the public above four years. Where, Sir, 
are the Petitions to this Houſe againſt him from a fingle 
town, or village, or the moſt inconſiderable body of men, 
or even an individual in all Aſia? If He has been loaded for 
years with the execrations of the natives, as was aſſerted in 
the ſpirit of rancour, not of truth, why has not a ſingle 
perſon, in the ſpace of more than two years and a quar- 
ter, fince the total extinction of his power, complained 
to this Houſe? With what pomp, with what an 
air of inſolent triumph would ſuch Petitions have been 
offered to you, Sir? What tedious, elaborate com- 
ments ſhould we have ſuffered on every word in them ? 
You would have been left almoſt to a ſolo in that chair. 
If Mr. Haſtings be the moſt notorious delinquent India ever 
ſaw, how has it happened . no one ſuffering inhabitant 


nete homme. 11 ajouta qu' en effet it s.ẽtoit battu en duel avec l'homme qu'il 
pourſuivoit ; mais quꝰ on ẽtoit le meilleur ami de celui avec qui on ſe battoit lor ſaus 
le combat n' avoit pour objet ni une maitreſſe, ni une rivalits decidce ; quz par 
confequent, puiſque la ſeule guerre des Marattes avoit arme ſon bras contre M. 
Baftings, un ſi noble ſujet de querelle ẽtouffoit toute idee de refentiment, poſterieur 
3 Vinſtant od elle avoit ẽtẽ ynidee ; qu? enfin, ayant étẽ blefse et rendue à la vie 
= ſon antagoniſte, il n'avoit pas cru pouvoir mieux lui temoigner ſa reconnoiſſance, 
et, ſur-tout, le feu de ſon patriotiſme, qu'en-le harcelant d'altercations, d'accuſa · 
tions, de libelles, et d' intrigues pendant fix ans. Toute extraordinaire que cette 
conduite pouvoit paroitre, la Chambre n'y verroit que mieux la puretẽ de ſes inten- 
tions, la verite ſon zele, et la vertu d'un homme public. I eſt vrai qu'on Vavoit 
accuse de n' avoir tracaſsẽ et calomnie M. Haſtings au Bengal et en Angleterre, 
que par desẽſpoir de mavoir pu lui arracher fa place, d'avoir manquẽ le projet de 
lui ſucceder, de s'Ere fait expulſer de la direction de la Compagnie des Indes; 
mais ſon caractere &toit au- deſſus de pareils ſoupgons ; et Pon favoit bien qu'il 

n*ctoit pas homme a ſe lailler entrainer par de ſemblables motifs, 
of 


„ 
of India has preferred a ſingle complaint againſt fo long 
protracted a tyrannical adminiſtration ? What zaliſmans 
has Mr. Haſtings employed? Has he faſcinated: al the 
ancient and venerable prieſthood, all the nobility of great 
antiquity and renown, all the multitude of cities, not ex- 
ceeded in population and trade by thoje of the firſt claſs in 
Europe, all the merchants and bankers, all the millions of 
manufaurers, and mechanicks, all the millions of the lillera 
of the earth? Mr, Haſtings muſt certainly be the greateſt 
ſorcerer, who has ever appeared, beyond all the fabied 
magicians and necromancers of antiquity. He muſt be 
our Engliſh Merlin revived with ſuperior powers. He 
muſt have practiſed with the moſt wondrous charms 
and philtres. What ſpells, what magic arts, what en- 
chantments, have been ſo potent, ſo univerſal? I cannot 
trace out in all the folios before us a fingle line of com- 
plaint to the right honourable accuſer from the poor Be- 
gums, although ſuch a correſpondence would have been 
more valued than with any Princeſs in Europe. He would 
tenderly have echoed all their ſighs and groans, pitied 
their hideous outcries, added his own jeremiades, and 
deplored their wretched fate, fallen, fallen, fallen, in- 
ſtead of rejoicing, as all India did, at the puniſhment 
of their ſeditious md rebellious pratices. 
The fact, Sir, is, that no man was ever more be- 
loved throughout Indoſtan than Mr. Haſtings. His 
departure was lamented by all the natives and Eu- 
ropeans as a general calamity. They gave him every 
public and private teſtimony of affection and eſteem as 
their common father and friend. The voluntary tribute 
of tears was paid him by a whole people. It was re- 
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ferved for a faction and party “ in this Houſe, and in 
this annus mirabilis, to hold us out to the ridicule of 
mankind, by this parliamentary inquiſition, this per- 
ſecution of exalted merit by an impeachment. 

But, Sir, if we muſt of neceſſity find a compariſon of 
theſe proceedings among the Romans, I ſhall bring for- 
ward that of Scipio. He too was impeached by a deſpi- 
cable faction, envious of his glory, not emulous of the 


great actions by which it had been acquired. On the 


day of the accuſation, he with ſovereign contempt left 
his accuſers and revilers in the Forum, and marched, 
followed by all the people, to the capitol, to the temple 


of Jupiter, to return thanks to the immortal Gods for 


his ſucceſſes over the enemies of Rome, and to pray for 
more friends to his country, equally faithful and fortu- 
nate as himſelf. With the ſame honeſt zeal for my native 
country, I will pray heaven, Sir, to continue to bleſs 
England with ſuch men as Rodney and Haſtings. 

Much has been ſaid, Sir, about the accepting of pre- 
ſents by Mr. Haſtings, in direct violation of the Act of 
Parliament. The fact is admitted, but let us examine 
the law. By the © Act for eſtabliſhing certain Regula- 
ec tions for the better management of the Affairs of the 
« Faſt India Company, as well in India as in Europe, &c.” 
the 13th of the King, ch. 63, f. 23. which paſſed in 
1773, it is enacted, that“ No Governor General, or 
« &c. ſhall directly or indirectly by themſelves, or by 
«« any other perſon or perſons for his or their uſe, or on 
% his or their behalf, accept, receive, or take, of or from 

* Notwithſtanding this, and ſome other ſtrong ſymptoms, I hope that the reign of 


party is nearly at an end. Mr. Francis aſſured us in his Speech of July 2, 1784, 
page 16. I am not a party man in this, or any otber queſticn, and his conduct ever 


| fince tas ſewn how Well founded was that affertion Mr. Francis then not being a 


party-mar, there can de no party-nan leſt ia the Houſe of Commons. 
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« any perſon or perſons, in any manner, or on any ac- 
« count whatſoever, any preſent, gift, donation, gra- 
« tuity, or reward, pecuniary or otherwiſe ; or any 
«© promiſe or engagement for any preſent, gift, dona- 
« tion, gratuity, or reward, &c,” This, Sir, is the 
Act by which Mr. Haſtings was firſt appointed Gover- 
nor General of Bengal. Now, Sir, I aſk, where 1s the 
proof that Mr. Haſtings has violated this law in a ſingle 
inſtance ? Has he taken for his uſe, or on his behalf, any 
preſent, gift, donation, gratuity, or reward ? Let the evi- 
dence be produced. It is true that various preſents were at 
different times received by him, and in particular 
loo, ooo from the Nabob of Oude; but it is equally 
true that they were always carried to the account of the 
Eaſt India Company, and actually formed a regular head 
of revenue after the Act took place. A ſecond Act the 24th 
of the King, ch. 25. ſ. 45. which declared “ that the 
« recerving preſents for the uſe of the Eaſt India Company 
« Hall be deemed and taken to be extortion,” did not take 
place till Jan. 1, 178, the month before Mr. Haſtings 
embarked for Europe. The laſt mentioned fum of 
loo, ooo was ſpecifically entered as a preſent. Theſe 
gifts and preſents were afterwards iſſued for the pay of 
the army. Without theſe, and other extraordinary aids, 
the army had diſbanded, perhaps maffacred their em- 
ployers, but the Indian empire would certainly have 
mouldered away. The offering of preſents is thought in 
the Eaſt a neceſſary preliminary in all negociations be- 
tween a higher power and an inferior, or dependant. If the 
pre ſent is not accepted, the ſuit is underſtood to be rejected. 
It has been aſſerted, Sir, that during the late conteſts 
in India, many, various, and ſhocking cruelties were 
committed by the OD troops, during the government 
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49 
of Mr. Haſtings, if not by his orders, at leaſt ns with- 
out his knowledge. Theſe vague aſſertions have not been 
corroborated by the lighteſt evidence. No ſuch ftain 


kas at any time been fixed on our Officers and ſoldiers. 


Their humanity, and generous feelings for an enemp, have 
ever been celebrated in grateful ſtrains. It is a fine fea- 
ture in our national character. I do not mean to extend 
this praiſe to every ſepoy in our pay. The ſepoys of Afia 
may poſſibly be at times as ungovernable, as brutal, as 
mercileſs, as the Croats and Pandours of Europe; but 
no fingle inſtance of cruelty has been brought home 
againſt any European in our ſervice, nor any evidence 


offered to the Houſe, which can warrant the imputation 


on any of the troops in our employ *. 


* In a late Publication, intituled, “ An hiſtorical relation of the Origin, Progrefs, 
« and final Diſſolution of the Government of the Kehilla Afgan in the Northern 
«© Provinces of Hindoſtan,” by Charles Hamilton Eſq; an Officer in the fervice of 
the Honourable Eaſt India . on the Benga! eftabliſhment, is the following 
excellent paſſage. 

« Of all the events which have been made uſe of for the purpoſes of crimination 
8 againſt the ſervants of the Eaſt India Company, none have made a greater figure 
& either in the national proceedings, or in the periſhable publications of the day, 
« than the Rob;tla war, and various efforts have been made to paint both the con · 
« duct and the conſequgnces of it in the moſt horrible colours. 

% When, in the peruſal of hjſtory, we read of 20bole natinis being ex:irpated by the 
4 Goths, or revted ont by the Vandals, we picture to ourſelves a country invaded by 
6 2 band of fierce and ſavage conquerors, who purſue the hapleſs inhabitants with 
* indiſcriminate maſſacre, carry off the few they ſpare from the ſword into per- 

« petual captivity, and proceed in their deſtructive career, 2 the whole ter · 
& xitory exhibits nothing but a dreary, ſilent waſte ! 

« Similar to this is the opinion which (from the force and extent of the expreſ- 
« fjons that have been applied to it) has been, 7 many, concened of the conqueſt 
4 of Robilcimd. 

« God forbid that Brit; /Þ troops ſhould ever be employed in acts of foch deteſtable 
« atrocity— With reſpect to thoſe in particular who effected that reſolution, it may 
« with confidence be affirmed, that, howeyer high their ſenſe of ſubordingtion, kow- 
ever ready at all times to obey the moſt perilous orders of their ſuperiors, had ſuch 
1 a ſervice deen allotted to them, they would have turned ſrom it with abhorrence.“ 

Preface, p. 12. 
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Sir, I was very happy laſt monday to be in my place, 
when a right honourable gentleman, one of the Commiſ- 
froners for the affairs of India, opened his Indian budget. 
I heard with great ſatisfaction his juſt, perſpicuous, and 
accurate account of the proſperous ſtate of the Eaſt 
India Company, both at home and abroad. His facts 
were founded; his reaſoning ſtrong and maſterly. It 
was a compleat anſwer to all we heard two years ago 
from a gentleman & near me, againſt the temporary ſup- 
port of a trading Company, whoſe affairs he was PER= 
FECTLY SURE, would be found on examination, ſo compleatly 
and irretrievably ruined, as to be beyond the reach of any 
effectual relief, and that we could not, by any efforts this 
nation could make, prevent the ruin of the Company, 

I rejoice, Sir, at the preſent flouriſhing ſtate of our 
affairs in the Eaft, fo truly given by the right honour- 
able gentleman; but I deſire to remind him, that to the 
uncommon abilities of Mr. Haſtings he owes the ſcene, 
_ Tohere he may triumph, and that in ſpite of all the rivals 
of Mr. Haſtings's power, he will acknowledge with me 
that the late Governor General of Bengal could alone 
have preſerved India. I cannot entirely join in his ex- 
preſſion that India 1s the brighte/t jewel in our crown, It 
is undoubtedly a very fine jewel, of great ſplendour and 


In the introductory part of a Speech in the Houſe of Commons on July 2, 1784. 
publiſhed by Philip Francis Eſq; it is ſaid, page 11. Mr. Burke earneſtly conjured 
the Houſe ¶ June 16, 1784) to be very cautious how they conſented to give away 
the property of their conſtituents, for the temporary ſupport of a trading Com- 
«« pany, whoſe affairs, he 2vas perfectiy ſure, would be found on examination, ſo com- 
« Pleatly and irretricuably ruined, as to be beyond the reach of any effectual relief ;—that 
« by giving it to the India Company, they could only protract the period, but could 
% not, by any efforts this nation could make, prevent the ruin of the company.” 

The Coalition in January 1784, ſunk Indian Stock tv 118. Mr. Pitt raiſed it to 
171 in May 1787. The Proprietors cannot be at a loſs to decide who are their beſt 
friends, | | | 


bril- 
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T but ſurely not the b'rigbteſt jewel in the triple 
cron, which our monarch wears. It may indeed equal 
in value all the jewels in the diadem of one of his three 
kingdoms, for it is certainly of high intrinſick worth. 
What acknowledgements therefore are due to the man, 
who preſerved ſuch a jewel in the crown, muſt be left 
to the gratitude of his country, and of che Sovereign, 
who wears the Crown. | 

The Houſe, Sir, will naturally conclude from all the 
reaſoning I have uſed, and the facts ſtated, that I ſhall ne. 
ver plead the pitiful and falſe doctrine of a ſet-of, of 
which ſo much has been ſaid. The doctrine of great 
merits balancing great crimes can never be admitted in 2 
Judicial proceſs. In the preſent caſe it is entirely inap- 
plicable. I ſtand aloof, and for my part reject it with diſ- 
dain. Ithink that ſervices of ſo important a nature deſerve 
rewards and honours. I maintain that there is no proof 
before us of Mr. Haſtings's guilt, but ample evidence of 
his inceſſant labours for his country, of his ſignal ſervices, 
and merited ſucceſs. Juſtice, policy, honour, gratitude, 
plead then ſtrongly with us, ſurely not to impeach, but 
to diſtinguiſh and reward national merit in aur cquntry- 
man. | | 7 
I regret, Sir, that the conſtitutional word, impeach- 
ment, ſhould now be proſtituted to the purpoſes of party 
and faction. The word coalition is ſcarcely become | 
more hackneyed, more odious. We have been amuſed 
with flowery harangues on no lefs than three threatened 
impeachments. The fir/t occupied our attention for 
ſeveral years. It was the watch-word of the preſent ac- 
cuſer of Mr. Haſtings. He made the walls of this 


| Houſe reverberate the ſound till a little before he joined 
the 
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the noble Lord in the blue ribband. He declared that 
the Articles of Impeachment againſt that noble Lord were 
ready drawn, and in his pocket. They have ſlept there 
ever ſince, The grounds of thoſe Articles were not trifling. 
The noble Lord was accuſed of the loſs of half our em- 
pire, and of the fouleſt corruption. Thoſe crimes, he ſaid, 
were only to be expiated on the public ſcaffold, to which it 
was certain, that the fribunal of Fuſtice would doom the 
noble Lord. The noble Lord, and the right honour- 
able gentleman, now join hands in high good humour 
in the coalition dance. 

The ſecond impeachment was declared againſt the brave 
and fortunate Rodney, on the perſuaſive eloquence of 
ſome Dutch Jews, whoſe evidence met with implicit 
faith on a variety of accounts. The Admiral had been 


recalled in the very firſt month of the new adminiſtra- 


tion, almoſt in the hour of victory, We have heard no 
more of that impeachment, but our grateful countrymen 
are loud in the applauſe of the courage and conduct 
of the Engliſh hero, who captured three foreign admirals, 
and took ſixteen ſail of the line from the enemy. 

| The preſent impeachment is in my idea almoſt as ridi- 
culous, but I remember an obſervation of the preſent 
accuſer of Mr. Haſtings, which appears to me perfectly 
juſt, that obloquy i is a neceſſary ingredient in the compoſition 
of all true glory. 

Sir, 1 truſt that the day of delufion is vaſt. I have 
been dazzled with the brilliant eloquence, and capti- 
vated with the beauty and variety of an honourable 
gentleman's wit on the fourth charge, lamenting at the 


fame time the indecent rancour, and coarſe abuſe, of ſe- 
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yeral expreſſions * . But, Sir, he truſted entirely to the 
rich ſtores of a luxuriant imagination, and | choſe to in- 
dulge i in all its happy ſallies. The warmth of his glow. 
ing colours was more to be admired that] the truth of 
his outline. He never condeſcended to reaſon cloſely, 
nor concerned himſelf about any grave argument, or 
dull matter of fact, Every auditor was highly amuſed; 
no man was convinced. I waited with no ſmall i impa- 
tience, but in vain, for a detail of clear well-eſtabliſhed 
facts, for the evidence of hiſtorical truth, ſupported by 
unexceptionable witneſſes. No ſuch appeal was made; 
the ſole reliance was on the ſeducing arts of a powerful 
meretricious eloquence, which was, as it generally i is, 
too ſucceſsful. 

Sir, from the evidence « on our table it has been de- 
monſtrated, that this firft Report 1s torally unfounded, 
I therefore give my hearty negative to its being no 
read a ſecond time. I wiſh, Sir, we were fairly rid of 
this diſgraceful buſineſs, which, if purbied, wil cover 


* Mr. Sheridan often loſt ſight of the reſpect, which every 8 owes to the 
Engliſh ſenate, as well as to his own character. He brought a railing accuſation 


' againſt Mr. Haſtings, called him a traitor and a trickfler, a ſerpent, a ſnake, and a felm 


kite. He compared the Governor General of Bengal's progreſs to Benares aud Cui, 
to a bighwayman' s ſallying out to Bag ſhot and Heunſl»w, talked of his wield; ing a 
bluedy ſee} ter in one hand, and with the other picking a pocket, and aſſerted, that, inſtead 


_ bftheſwordof Government he uſed the aſſaſjin's dagger, with much other ribaldry. The 


urbanum, the elegans, the liberale, which Cicero ſtrongly recommends, and Mr. Sheri- 
dan perfectly underſtands, were ſacrificed by him on this occafion to party rancour, at 


the very beginning of a proſecution. He copied too faithfully the modern Cicero. In the 


printed ſpeech of Feb. 28, 1785, page 87. Mr. Burke ſays, Benfie/d was a criminal, 
<oba long fince ought to bave fatrened the region kites with his fal. The expreſſion is 
Shakeſpearean, adapted to the ſtage, to tragedy, to the character of Hamlet againſt 
the inceſtuous murderer of his father, but ſurely highly indecent in the ſenate againſt 
an abſent aan, lately a member, not under any accuſation. It places ra: ery i in railing, 


- wilt ſays, and is a ſavage Indian warfare, like throwiug the tomahawk. 


4 | | „„ 


TE 
us with confuſion. In order to extricate the Houſe ef. 
fectually from the labyrinth of error, in which we ate 
wandering, I ſhall, as ſoon as the negative, has been 


given to the preſent motion, according to Parliamentary 
form, move that this Report be read a ſecond time on this 


day fix months. 
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